Bid 4 Boquete 2011 
General Meeting, January 24,2011  
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by Penny Barrett, who announced that the first order of business was the election of officers. Bob Johnson moved that Penny Barrett, Martine Heyer, and Bonnie Williams be re-elected as President, Treasurer, and Secretary, respectively.  Seconded by Louise Orr, the motion passed unanimously.

Penny called on Bonnie to explain the proposal that the Bid 4 Boquete event be moved from the month of December to the month of February. Bonnie explained that many other holiday events compete with B4B in December and that many expats return to their home countries for the holiday season. Moreover, the weather generally is better in February. There was discussion about potential conflicts with Carnival and Super Sunday. It was decided that the exact date would be set at a later time, with an eye toward making it as close to Valentine’s Day as possible to capitalize on the heart in the B4B logo.
Penny next introduced a proposed change to the Bylaws allowing for the retention of a percentage of B4B proceeds to cover requisite bank balances and operating expenses, as well as to provide funds for the making of mini-grants throughout the year to charitable or civic organizations upon written proposal of such organizations and majority vote of the Foundation Council. Penny proposed that an amount of up to 25% of the annual net proceeds be withheld and that grants not exceed $750 to any organization within a calendar year. Following discussion, the proposal was amended to stipulate that the 25% withheld could not exceed $15,000 and that no mini grant could exceed $1,000. The amended proposal passed on a vote of 9 to 5.
Presentations by organizations seeking to remain or become B4B beneficiaries was the next item on the agenda.
The first presentation was made by Jennifer Bennett and Andy Hallen on behalf of REAL (Reciclaje, Ambiente y Limpieza), which collects recyclable materials and works with area schools to educate students about the importance of recycling. Money received from materials collected by school children are returned to the schools. It was explained that heretofore the organization’s minimal expenses have been covered by a non-profit foundation but that REAL has outgrown its funding and has been notified that funding from the non-profit will be reduced in the upcoming year. REAL is the only recycling program in Panama, the group was advised. The group’s efforts support local schools and works to preserve and promote the natural beauty of Panama.
Next, Louise Orr, representing Buenos Vecinos, explained that the organization provides and delivers food to the needy, elderly, and handicapped within the community. Benefiting persons and families have grown from 50 to 86 over the past year, she related, with individual deliveries costing approximately $35 each even at wholesale prices. With the money received from B4B proceeds, Louise said, Buenos Vecinos has been able to add more protein to their food packages and will be able to add additional clients. She also advised that the organization currently is seeking non-profit status and more volunteers to handle the increasing work load.

Kaytee Hoverson next made a presentation on behalf of the Starfish Teen Center and the Unexpected Moments of Magic Foundation which sponsors numerous programs to enrich the lives of the teens in Boquete including English classes, a homework club, soccer, jewelry making classes, and a variety of wholesome social activities. Kaytee reported that more than fifty teens currently are involved in the program, the only one of its kind in Panama. Funds are needed for infrastructure and transportation, as well as for scholarships and computers and additional activity support. She noted that teens associated with the Center were actively involved the B4B activities in 2010.
Mr. Robert Knox was recognized by Penny to introduce to the group the Madaya Milagroso girls’ home in David, operated by the Daughters of Charity, an order associated with the St. Vincent de Paul Order. The orphanage houses 65 girls aged 4 to 19, he reported. It is not tied financially to the Catholic Church but is reliant strictly on donations, which are managed honestly and efficiently. Property has been donated for the expansion of its small facility, and the nuns who operate it hope to be able to serve more clients if funding is secured. Mr. Knox opined that support of the orphanage and its at-risk children would engender significant respect from the Latin community. He acknowledged that he had not prepared a formal proposal but said he was serving as a liaison for the orphanage to introduce it to the charitable community.
Susan Peterson made a presentation on the part of the Fundacion Pro Integracion, the Handicapped Foundation. She reported that the proceeds from past B4B events have improved the quality of life of over 50 handicapped members of the community and their families through the provision of funds for transportation to special education classes, physical therapy sessions, doctors’ appointments, and medications not available in public health facilities.  The organization’s facility currently is run by volunteers and by family members of the clients. As the number of clients has grown and number of activities increased, the small building is in need of expansion to accommodate these needs.
Sr. Plinio Ruiz, President of the Club Leones (Lions Club), gave a power point presentation outlining the many community services supported by the club, ranging from the provision of eyeglasses and vision health support to support of schools to buying books and furniture for the new Boquete library currently under construction. The Lions Club has 29 members, he reported, all of whom work in the local community. In addition to the proceeds from past B4B events, the club is funded by members’ dues and donations from local businesses. Anayansi Menendez, a Lions Club member, added that 50% of B4B funds will be devoted to the library, which is designed to be cultural center, devoted to music and art as well as reading. It is envisioned that approximately 70% of the books will be Spanish and 30% English.
Fundacion Amigos de Animales de Boquete was represented by its President, Ruby McKenzie, who related that the organization’s mission is and has been the provision of low cost spaying and neutering of dogs and cats and the promotion of the general welfare of animals in the Boquete community and surrounding areas. Since its inception in 2005, 2644 animals have been sterilized, Ruby reported. In the past few years, the majority of these pets have belonged to Panamanian families, demonstrating that educational efforts are succeeding. In addition to sterilization, all pets receive a rabies vaccine, de-parasitizing, vitamin injections, and antibiotics if needed. Through its website and community notices,  Amigos de Animales also works to place homeless animals with families. Additional funds from B4B will help to close a funding gap as well as to purchase needed equipment. The organization has 42 paid members at present.
Penny announced that the Foundation would, within two weeks, hold a vote to determine the beneficiaries of the next B4B event. The results of the vote will be posted on the B4B website and will be sent by e-mail to all volunteers.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie Williams

